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Be Andrea Worker

The Gazette

T
he Democratic incum-
bent and the chal-
lenger for the
Commonwealth’s At-

torney of Fairfax County and the
City of Fairfax had one last oppor-
tunity to present their cases before
gathered voters at the First Bap-
tist Church of Vienna on Monday
night, June 3.

Hosted by the League of Women
Voters of the Fairfax Area in part-
nership with the ACLU VA, ACLU
People Power, Virginia Interfaith,
and the Fairfax County NAACP, the
forum saw incumbent
Commonwealth’s Attorney Ray
Morrogh and his rival for the po-
sition, Steve Descano, answering
questions from moderator Sakira
Cook, director, Justice Reform Pro-
gram of the Leadership Confer-
ence on Civil and Human Rights
and the Leadership Conference
Education Fund.

MORROGH has held the top
prosecutorial spot in the county
since 1983 and has expressed
pride in a record that has brought
the local jail population “to its low-
est in decades.” The same reduc-
tion in numbers holds true for the
juvenile detention center.

“It shows that our programs are
working,” said Morrogh, “espe-
cially our efforts to break the
school-to-prison pipeline that ad-
versely affects many, but mostly
minority youth.”

In his opening remarks, Descano
often counters, as he did at this
event, that without true measure-
ment methodology in place, suc-
cess cannot be repeated with any
guarantees, and problems cannot
be traced to their roots and ad-
dressed — especially the systemic
racism that Descano says is evident
in the numbers of minority arrests,
convictions, and offenders await-
ing trial or in a supervised release
program.

Morrogh says he is open to com-

missioning a study if the funds can
be found and said he would re-
double his efforts to secure an ana-
lyst for his office to collect and
evaluate information and that he
was willing to “share every bit of
data.”

“Respectfully, you’ve had 12
years to get the data and it hasn’t
happened yet,” Descano re-
sponded. The challenger says he
has already made contact with sev-
eral people willing and able to do
such data analysis work “for free”
and that he would not only share
it publicly, but engage in public
outreach to inform residents and
gather feedback.

Many of the questions sur-
rounded the issue of cash bail re-
quests. Moderator Cook offered
the statistics that 40 percent of
those in jail and awaiting trial
were black, 60 percent were ar-
rested on misdemeanour charges,
and 15 percent were incarcerated
for probation violations. Many are
unable to find the funds for their
cash bails and so remain in jail
“away from families, jobs, their
lives, and continuing the cycle of
poverty and prison.”

DESCANO is an ardent anti-cash
bail advocate, saying “it’s anti-
quated, it penalizes the poor.”

Morrogh insists his office “never

asks for cash bail, for the very rea-
sons our moderator mentioned,”
but that it is up to the judges to
determine bail and under what
conditions. Murrough also noted
that in some instances, the defen-

dants themselves or their attor-
neys request bail versus supervised
release or rehab programs.

“I won’t make excuses,” said
Descano. “I will end cash bail.” He
also recounted that there was an
occasion when Morrogh was
quoted as questioning the end of
cash bail.

Morrogh argues that on this is-
sue, like others, including pledg-
ing not to prosecute simple mari-
juana possession cases, or commit-
ting to never seeking the death
penalty, Descano is showing his
own naiveté about the position.

“It’s more complicated than he
thinks,” said Morrogh. “Some of
these promises cannot be kept be-
cause it’s the law. I may not like it,
but I will enforce it … we are a
nation of laws … and can’t pick
and choose what to prosecute or
what laws to uphold.” Morrogh
cited several recent examples
where such discretionary
prosecutorial action was found to
be beyond the scope of the Attor-
ney General in question’s author-
ity.

The restoration of voting rights
for felons who have completed
their sentences and other condi-
tions of their release is another

Closing Arguments in Commonwealth’s Attorney Race
Commonwealth’s Attorney candidates meet for final debate before June 11 Primary.

The Democratic candidates for Commonwealth’s Attorney engage in one final debate
before the primaries on June 11. Challenger Steve Descano is at the microphone while
incumbent Ray Morrogh awaits his turn to answer a question posed by moderator
Sakira Cook.

Steve Descano, looking to unseat the incumbent
Commonwealth’s Attorney in the first primary held for
the position in over 50 years, does some “meeting-and-
greeting” after the debate.

Commonwealth’s Attorney Ray Morrogh has held the top
law official position in the county since 1983 and is
facing a challenge to that role from Steve Descano. The
Democratic Primary is June 11. Morrogh stayed after the
forum for some one-on-one time with voters.

See Closing,  Page 18
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McEnearney Associates has always had one motto in mind... not to be the biggest, 
but the best. This year marks our 39th year in Alexandria, and we are celebrating our 
investment in helping to build our town into the thriving community it is today. To learn 
more about our Associates and our firm, visit www.WeAreAlexandria.com

#WeAreAlexandria

Serving the Washington, DC Metro Area since 1980. 
703.549.9292 | 109 S. Pitt Street | Alexandria, VA 22314 | McEnearney.com

Old Town Village | $1,435,000
Two-story Charleston-style courtyard home made for 
entertaining and spacious living. Light-filled expansive 
main level, giant master suite, two-car garage and 
hardwood floors throughout are just a few of the 
special features of this gracious home. 1207 Wilkes St.
Lisa Groover 703.919.4426 
www.LisaGroover.com

OPEN SAT 6/8 & SUN 6/9, 2-4

Rosemont
$470,000
Great opportunity 
to own an end-unit 
townhouse, two 
bedrooms, one bath, 
a short walk to Metro. 
Needs updating. 
Being sold as-is. 
HayesWoodHomes.com

Chris Hayes 703.944.7737
Gordon Wood 703.447.6138

Rosemont | $939,000
Beautifully updated & meticulously maintained home 
featuring gourmet kitchen, hardwood floors & substantial 
moldings throughout. New roof, A/C, windows & more. 
Blocks to the King St Metro, Old Town and Del Ray. 3 
bedrooms, 2.5 baths. 209 West Myrtle Street
Miriam Miller 703.598.6619
www.MM-RealEstate.com

OPEN SAT 6/8 & SUN 6/9, 2-4

Belle Haven | $915,000
Style & Design! Meet in this charming Charleston-style 
home with formal spaces and cozy places to relax and 
entertain! Four bedrooms plus den, family room and 
flexibility for in law or au pair living! Two car garage and 
lovely gardens!
Kate Patterson 703.627.2166 
www.KatePattersonHomes.com

Old Town
$1,250,000
Circa 1873, this historic 
plaqued townhouse 
provides a unique 
opportunity to own 
a commercial or 
residential building. 
Currently used as office 
space, the original 
character has been well 
maintained offering high 
ceilings, 2 fireplaces & 
hardwood floors. Off 
street parking for 4 cars. 

Babs Beckwith 703.627.5421 
Deborah Marzano 703.638.3478

Cameron Station | $339,900
One of the largest 1-bedroom condos in Carlton Place, 
at just under 1,000 SF.  Plus a garage space and extra 
storage. Accessible unit is beautifully maintained, with 
new flooring and stainless appliances. Gas fireplace 
and a balcony for nice weather. 5120 Donovan Dr #305
Peter B. Crouch 703.244.4024
www.CrouchRealtyGroup.com

OPEN SUN 6/9, 2-4

McEnearney Associates  
is proud to host a

BLOOD DRIVE 
Thursday, June 13 | 10AM–2PM 

109 S Pitt Street, Alexandria

Register online at:
WeAreAlexandria.com

Old Town | $1,779,000
This circa 1877 all-brick Victorian gem is fully detached 
on a double lot with an exquisite lush walled garden 
and 2 off-street parking spaces. Formal entertaining 
spaces perfect for small or larger gatherings. Please 
call today for a private showing!
Colleen Coopersmith 703.338.2930 
www.ColleenCoopersmith.com

Mount Vernon | $900,000
Magnificent Colonial with 6,000+ SF of elegant living 
space. Formal living and dining rooms for entertaining 
plus a huge sunroom. Open concept family room 
and kitchen. Breakfast room opens to deck. Finished 
basement with 2 bedrooms & full bath. 
Stephanie Myers 703.362.7736
Kristy Crombie 571.969.1774
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News
Mount Vernon Gazette Editor Steven Mauren

703-778-9415 or gazette@connectionnewspapers.com

See Historical Marker,  Page 17

By Gerald A. Fill

The Gazette

T
he Mount Vernon Estate served
as the setting for immigrants
from more than 25 different
countries — 39 children and

100 adults — to become U.S. citizens as
they took their oath of U.S. Allegiance on
Saturday, June 1. They were welcomed by
representatives of the U.S. Immigration and
Naturalization Service and the Mount
Vernon Estate’s President and CEO Dr. Dou-
glas Bradburn who delivered the keynote
address to welcome the newly installed U.S.
citizens at a happy and emotional welcome
ceremony. before families and friends.

“George Washington challenged his gen-
eration and he challenged all of us to try to
strive to make a more perfect union. The

By Steve Hibbard

The Gazette

A
 historical marker commemorating
the Mount Eagle Mansion was un
veiled on Saturday, June 1, where

the present-day Montebello Condominium
exists along Route 1 in Alexandria. Bryan
Fairfax, the 8th Lord Fairfax, who was a life-
long friend of George Washington, lived
there from 1790 to 1802. He owned 229
acres when he originally built the house,
and had between 10-12 slaves. The man-
sion faced North Kings Highway, the main
street back in the day.

At the ceremony in front of 50 people,
Paul Zeisset served as the master of ceremo-
nies, and introduced Historian Jay Roberts
and Chuck Amorosino, who did the unveil-
ing and donated the $2,100 to build the

sign. Zeisset is also on the Montebello
Grounds Committee.

“Bryan Fairfax and George Washington
were life-long friends and Washington
would come here to Mount Eagle and have
a meal with Bryan,” according to Roberts,
who wrote the book, “Lost Alexandria, An
Illustrated History of 16 Destroyed Historic
Homes in and Around Alexandria, Virginia.”
It’s documented that the two friends wrote
200 letters of correspondence in 41 years,
he said.

Roberts, a retired Air Force inventory
manager, continued: “Mount Eagle was here
overlooking Alexandria and the Potomac
River, so all through the 1800s until 1969,
it was a landmark. If you were travelling
the roads, if you knew your history, you

Martha Washington
celebrates her
288th birthday.

New Citizens Welcomed at Mount Vernon Estate
United States of America has never been
perfect. What it has been is governed by
the people,” Bradburn said. “Today you will
become part of that people and will strive
in that essential effort to continually try to
make a more perfect example of liberty
under law, representative government, and
freedom.”

If the occasion and the emotionality of
the citizenship ceremony were not enough,
Saturday was also Martha Washington’s
288th birthday. The first lady was born June
2, 1731 in Chestnut Grove, Va. Symbolically,
the first lady was once again here to cel-
ebrate the patriotic occasion before the
families and friends as she helped to mark
their first day of the rest of their lives as
U.S. citizens. First Lady Martha Washing-
ton had many patriotic things to say about
the special day and occasion, and enthusi-
astically greeted the new citizens to the
Mount Vernon Estate, and to the United
States of America.

Photo by Gerald A. Fill/The Gazette

June 2 was Martha Washington’s
288th birthday.

Mount Vernon Estate Photo

Mount Vernon Estate’s President and CEO Dr. Douglas
Bradburn speaks during the Naturalization Ceremo-
nies for New Citizens on June 1.

Mount Vernon Estate Photo

Thirty-nine children became U.S. citizens at the event.

Photo by Gerald A. Fill/The Gazette

The new U.S. citizens took their oath of U.S. Allegiance at the Mount
Vernon Estate on June 1.

George Washington visited grounds where
Montebello Condominiums sits today.

Historical Marker Erected for Mount Eagle Mansion

Photo by Steve Hibbard/The Gazette

From left: Paul Zeisset, Chuck Amorosino, and Supervisor Dan Storck
(Mount Vernon) at the unveiling of the historical marker for Mount Eagle
Mansion. Amorosino donated the $2,100 cost to build the sign.



4  ❖  Mount Vernon Gazette  ❖  June 6-12, 2019 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com



Mount Vernon Gazette  ❖  June 6-12, 2019  ❖  5www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Alex/Riverside Estates  $564,900
8309 Bound Brook Lane

Riverside’s largest Colonial model w/4 large BRs, 2.5 
BAs & large 1 car garage.  2000 sq.ft. on the main & 
upper lvls plus 900 or so sq.ft. in the basement.  A great 
floor plan w/a spacious kit, dining rm, living rm & family 
rm & half bath greet you on the main lvl.  4 large bedrms 
& 2 full baths on the upper lvl.  The basement has a large 

“L” shaped rec rm & a separate utility rm w/a stairwell taking you to a beautifully landscaped & fenced 
bkyd.  Updates include a brand new roof, double pane replacement windows, a remodeled half bath & 
stunning refinished hdwd floors on the main & upper lvls..  Priced in the mid 500’s to allow you to create 
quick equity w/a fresh paint job & some updates in the kit. Minutes to Ft. Belvoir (S) & Old Towne (N).

Alex/Riverside Estates $581,000
3012 Battersea Lane

Riverside’s popular “Yorkshire: colonial 
featuring 3 finished lvls, 4 spacious BRs, 
2.5 updated Baths & a large 2 car garage, 
all on a beautiful corner lot.  Numerous 
updates include the roof, replacement 
double pane windows, HVAC system, hot 
water heater, refinished hdwds on the main 

lvl w/Travertine flooring in the family rm. Additional finished space in the basement 
w/a rec rm & utility rm.  Great location: 7 mins to Ft. Belvoir, 15 mins to Old Town, 
Alex, & 28 mins to Natl Airport.  All this for less than $580,000.

Alex/Sulgrave Manor $530,000
4002 Old Mill Road

Beautiful 3 lvl brick split on a large, 
lovely .5 acre lot w/lots of trees & 
privacy.  Spacious kitchen w/eating 
area that looks out to a beautiful 
screened porch & brick patio-perfect 
for grilling & entertaining.  3 spacious 
BRs & 2 full updated baths on the 
upper lvl. The lower level offers a 4th 

BR, Family rm w/walk-out utility room & 3rd full bath.  5 minutes to Ft. 
Belvoir, 15 mins to Old Town & 30 mins to National airport.  Great price on 
this Stunning Home!!

Alex/Riverside Estates $594,900
8318 Cherry Valley Lane

Popular updated “B” model Colonial 
w/4BRs, 2.5BAs, 2 gas FPLs & a single car 
garage, all on a beautifully landscaped lot.  
Numerous updates:  refinished hardwood 
floors on main & upper levels, freshly 
painted interior, double pane windows & a 

delightful screened porch overlooking a beautiful bkyd.  Family rm on main level 
w/a gas FPL & a 2nd gas FPL in the finished basement.  10 mins to Ft. Belvoir- 30 
mins to Natl’ Airport.  This market is hot so come on over & take a look.

S
O
L
D

Alex/Riverside Estates  $629,900  
3120 Little Creek Lane

This is the Yorkshire everyone has been 
waiting for…Stunning& beautifully updated 
4BR, 2.5BA Colonial w/2 car garage and 
spectacular yard backing to the woods.  Roof, 
gutters, and HVAC 2019, HWH 2015, updated 
kitchen and baths with ceramic, granite, and 
SS.  Beautifully refinished hdwd floors on 
main & upper levels, freshly painted interior 

& new carpet in finished lower level.  5 minutes to Ft. Belvoir, 15 minutes to Alexandria, Old 
Town, 28 mins to National Airport & 30 minutes to the Pentagon!  This is a gem!!

S
O
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D

S
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D

Alex/ Riverside Estates $671,000 
8332 Wagon Wheel Road

$100,000 + of outstanding renovations in Riverside 
Estates popular “B” model Colonial w/garage. New 
roof, deck, front door & A/C in ’18.  Kitchen & 
baths in ’17.  Kitchen totally gutted & opens to Liv-
ing & Dining rms, includes:  quartz tile counters, 
six burner gas range by Miele, new hdwd floor, SS 

appliances & beautiful stained cabinets.  All 3.5 baths are gorgeous. MBR combined w/another 
bedrm to offer a beautiful suite including a huge walk-in closet to die for.  Beautifully finished 
lower lvl offers a 4th bedrm & 3rd full BA along w/an inviting Rec rm – perfect for a Nanny or Au 
Pair.  DBL pane windows & 6 panel doors ….of course!!!  Totally turnkey, enjoy!!!
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Alex/Riverside Estates  $3,100
8405 Bound Brook Lane

Beautiful 4BR, 2.5BA, 3 level Colonial 
w/carport & a stunning kitchen addi-
tion that creates a charming breakfast 
rm overlooking the scenic bkyd.  
Beautiful hdwd floors, & spacious rms.  
Bright, open floorplan on the main level.  
2 FPLS.  Walkout lower level.  Lots of 

storage.  Acess the porch, deck & patio from the kitchen sunroom.  This house 
is a nature lover’s paradise – enjoy the beauty & the serenity! 
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609 King Street, Old Town Alexandria
703-549-0011  |  www.KingsJewelry.NET

See Crime,  Page 16
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Storm
Damage
Damage from
the storm on
Thursday,
May 30 on
Beatty Drive –
River Bend
Estates neigh-
borhood. Tree
landed on
unoccupied
vehicle.
Power was
lost to 20 -25
houses.

The following incidents were reported
by the Mount Vernon District Police Sta-
tion.

GRAND LARCENY/PURSUIT –
7900 block of Richmond Highway, June
3, 9:22 p.m. Two drivers got into an
argument during a road rage incident.
A 23-year-old woman from Washington
D.C., got out of her car and began yell-
ing at the other driver. She then took
items from inside the other driver’s car
and drove away. Officers located her car
and tried to make a traffic stop. She
sped away and a short pursuit continued
until her car got stuck in traffic. She was
arrested and charged with speed to

elude, grand larceny, assault and reck-
less driving. A five-year-old child was
found in the back seat of her car; she
also faces charges of child endanger-
ment.

COMMERCIAL BURGLARY: 8146
Mount Vernon Highway (7-Eleven),
June 1, 4:17 a.m. Someone broke the
front door and entered the store. Noth-
ing was taken.

STOLEN VEHICLE RECOVERY:
6300 block of Richmond Highway, June
2, 4:58 p.m. Officers were in the area
looking for a car stolen out of Maryland.
The car was discovered parked with a

39-year-old man from Washington D.C,
in the driver’s seat. He was arrested and
charged with driving without a license
and possession of a stolen vehicle.

JUNE 4
LARCENIES
5800 block of Village Green Drive,

tires from vehicle
5800 block of North Kings Highway,

wine from business
7800 block of Richmond Highway,

purse from location
7900 block of Richmond Highway,

cell phone from location

Crime
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Opinion

By John C. Cook

Braddock District Supervisor

T
housands of young American sol-
diers boarded ships in England des-
tined for the beaches of Normandy,
France 75 years ago. Allied leaders

planned the first-of-its-kind invasion for
months. They designated five main beaches for
the attack and named them Utah, Omaha,
Sword, Gold, and Juno. On the morning of
June 6, 1944 high winds and rough waves
made for a difficult journey to Northern France
for the 5,000 ships and 11,000 airplanes car-
rying 150,000 Allied troops.

The weather was far from perfect for an op-
eration, but General Dwight Eisenhower could
not risk the Germans spotting the massive mili-
tary presence on the coast of England. When

Allied Forces landed, they
were met with a barrage of
fire. Nearly 2,500 Ameri-
cans died in history’s larg-

est air, land, and sea invasion. Despite the
treacherous terrain and heavy casualties, Al-
lied forces broke through German lines and lib-
erated the Gallic Coast. The pivotal victory al-
lowed the Allies to secure the Western Front
and begin a liberation campaign towards Ger-
many.

On the 75th anniversary of this momentous
military victory, we are compelled to remem-
ber not just the heroism of the troops, but
also their virtues of service of sacrifice of that
generation. The harrowing actions of these
servicemembers deserve the greatest respect
and deepest gratitude. They showed cour-

age, tenacity, valor, and honor in the face of
incredible dangers and challenges. As Tom
Brokaw eloquently put it, “They answered
the call to help save the world from the two
most powerful and ruthless military ma-
chines ever assembled.” This anniversary
should also prompt all of us to emulate the
Greatest Generation’s immense sense of duty
and willingness to serve. Nearly every Ameri-
can in World War II found a way to support
their nation during the conflict. Thousands
of men volunteered to serve in the Armed
Forces. Women supported the military in

many different ways. Families nationwide
planted victory gardens and volunteered for
local groups that supported the war effort.
Women also took industrial jobs in armament
factories. In Burke, Va., residents volunteered
24/7 with the Aircraft Warning Service by
staying in a watch tower to look out for en-
emy planes.

Today our nation faces many challenges. But
a nation that could win two World Wars can
also successfully meet the challenges of today.
The spirit of the Greatest Generation is here to
guide us.

Reflections on the 75th

Anniversary of D-Day.

Lessons from the Greatest Generation

At the Board of Supervisors meeting on Tuesday, June 4, 2019, the Board
recognized the 75th anniversary of the D-Day Invasion on June 6, 1944.
Included here is Rear Admiral Gene Sizemore holding the plaque and
other veterans with the members of the Board.

Commentary

Unsurprising
Shutdown’s Effects
To the Editor:

Regarding the article, “Some Worker Hurt by
Shutdown Weren’t Paid,” in the May 23
edition of the Mount Vernon Gazette.

I have been a federal contractor for 22 years.
I am yet a federal contractor.

In that time, I have worked with/known
many, many contractors and those that work
at corporate headquarters who contract and
manage the contracts that hire-and-fire those
of us who do contract work.

That said — every person who works at the
behest of a contact knows the score — or
should know. That score is this — As a con-
tractor you: 1) receive the benefits your com-
pany offers, 2) you receive pay only for the
work you do, i.e. the hours you’re at work. For
contractors it has always been so and is yet so
as we experienced with the latest failure of our
federal elected representatives to fund those
agencies, departments and bureaus that en-
gage we contractors. Contractors know this.

All of we contractors decided of our own free

will to accept contact-based employment.
Most-to-all of we contractors are “At Will” em-
ployees of the companies we choose to join.
Employment at will means, 1) a contractor can
be let go without any warning or explanation.
It also means, 2) a contractor can quit at any
time without offering an explanation. Contrac-
tors know this. Both these things not only can
happen — both do happen.

Of those contractors and what? … the one
company president and four CEOs (the first
board heard at the referenced hearing)…that
offered statements relating struggle and hard-
ship at home, at corporate and of “22 programs
of significant importance to our country” be-
ing stalled — that the government has al-
lowed/caused shut downs over the last many
years — it seems a for-the-next-shut-down-
rainy-day fund would have been a long ago
learned lesson by both the individual contrac-
tor and by contracting institutions. Yeah?

About we contractors receiving money for
no work. The Fed pays the companies we work
for — the companies pay us. Where does the
Fed get its money? … from taxes. Where do
taxes come from — from the paychecks of a
shoes salesperson in Aberdeen, S.D. … from a
construction worker in Chapman, Kansas …

from a first grade teacher in Lorton, Va. … from
a corporate executive in San Francisco, Calif.
… from a busboy’s pay check working in the
restaurant you last dined in … from your neigh-
bor … from the high school or college grad
that landed their first full time job. While the
government allowed/created conditions that
prevented we contractor from getting our $25-
to-$50+ an hour, the aforementioned were
working … and it is we should ask those that
were at work, while we weren’t, to hand over
some of their pay because some folks in the
city of Washington, in the District of Colum-
bia, couldn’t get-it-wired?! … hmmmm?

If those CEOs and the attending president
really cared about those that do contract work
for their institutions, they might have long ago
applied their management skills to having that
rainy-day-fund. I wonder … of those individual
contractors that offered their statements of
personal hardship — the second panel at the
hearing — when they did offer the same state-
ments to their companies — did their compa-
nies agree to pay them for time-not-worked? I
don’t recall reading that any contractor in the
article — nor any contractor I now work with

Letters to the Editor

See Letters,  Page 7
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— went to their company asking to be paid
for the shut-down days … Why? … because
we know our companies would not/will not
pay us for days we don’t work — other than
paid vacation and holidays.

A best way — I don’t claim to know and
there’s seldom a “the best way” — to get
paid as a “Federal Government paycheck
dependent contractor” is for the Federal
Government to commit to do whatever
work needs to be done to avoid further shut-
downs. Let us — corporate, contractor, bus-
boy, shoe sales person, and the rest — watch

and see how, in the future, things go in DC
… hmmmm.

Nick A.Sottler
Alexandria

Still Waiting
On Improvements
To the Editor:

A project presentation was held May 5,
on the long-awaited improvement project
for the Mount Vernon Park Authority Rec-
reation Center. This is the oldest unim-

Letters

proved facility in the Fairfax County Park
Authority system. The Mount Vernon com-
munity has been waiting for the modern-
ization of this Recreation Center since it was
approved by voters in 2008, over a decade
ago. After 2008 bond funds were used to
improve Fairfax County Recreation Centers
in more affluent parts of the county, voters
again approved the bond for this project in
November of 2016.

A similar presentation was held a year ago
on the early design, so we were eager to
see how the Project Team responded to se-
rious concerns about the lack of pedestrian
circulation and relationship with the adjoin-

ing Belle Haven community and the Mary
Washington Library. The designs showed all
access to the building was proposed from a
new second story, from the current parking
lot, halfway up the hill. A year later, slides
presented to the community show no
change in access into the building. The over-
all monolithic building has no direct access
from the street for pedestrians or bikes,
which is anticipated to increase in the fu-
ture. The design solution to address the
access difficulty for library patrons was the
addition of a substantial and intimidating

See Letters,  Page 8
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QUALITY AND 
COMPASSIONATE 

DENTAL CARE FOR 
YOUR FAMILY

7900 Andrus Road, Suite 1
Alexandria, VA 22306

703-679-8959
www.parksmilecare.com

Dr. Jung H. Park is a local 
Alexandrian with

 12 years of private practice 
experience in Northern 

Virginia providing excellent 
patient care in a friendly and 

comfortable atmosphere.

• General Dentistry

• Periodontal Therapy

• Root Canal Therapy

• Crown, Bridge & 

Dentures

• Implant Prosthesis

• Cosmetic Dentistry

• Oral Surgery

• Pediatric Dentistry

• Teeth Bleaching

• Invisalign IGO 

lostdogandcatrescue.org

lost (adj): 1. unable to find
the way. 2. not appreciated
or understood. 3. no longer

owned or known

Adopt
Donate

Volunteer
Volunteers needed for

adoption events,
fostering,

transportation,
adoption center

caretaking and more.

set of stairs from the existing library parking
lot, all the way up the hill through the existing
woods, to the level of the current Recreation
Center parking lot. That would be a fitness
workout in itself!

The schedule presented at this meeting
showed significant delays and displayed a to-
tal lack of urgency by Parks Authority project
managers, and oversight by our elected offi-
cials and appointed Fairfax County Parks Au-
thority Board members to meet the needs to
modernize this 1979/1983 facility for the
Mount Vernon community.

In the last public presentation, in May 2018,
the Parks Authority project managers presented
a schedule showing “Projected completion by
FY2022” on slide 10. The County Fiscal Year
begins on July 1, so that would be July 2022.
This was already a significant delay to the origi-
nal project completion date provided in 2017
which was caused in part by the Parks Author-
ity decision, without input from the patrons,
to spend funds and time designing a new ice
rink that is not funded in the 2016 bond refer-
endum approved by voters.

At the project meeting held May 5, 2019,
the new project schedule now shows a Decem-
ber 2020 construction start date, coinciding
with the depth of winter. We can anticipate
“weather delays”. The project now has a
“Completion Date of May 2023”. See https://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/planning-devel-
opment/mount-vernon-recenter.

A month or two delay will cause this to be
FY 2024. Anyway you look at it, that is four
years from now!

We pay the same fees for this inferior facil-
ity as for modern Recreation Centers elsewhere
in Fairfax County. We want to know who is
accountable for these unacceptable delays, for
forcing us to continue tolerating the inadequa-
cies of this facility, and for four more years of
disabled patrons and families dripping from
the pool as they wait for the only “family/ac-
cessible” bathroom in the public lobby?

The current design and project schedule are
not acceptable and Fairfax County Park Author-
ity project planners, our county supervisor and
his appointed Fairfax County Park Authority
Board representative need to engage and honor
the responsibility they bear to provide diligent
oversight so that the project schedule is expe-

From Page 6

Letters

dited and the design responds to current com-
munity needs in a meaningful way.

Each meeting, the Park Authority project
managers have placed the golden ring further
and further away and by doing so they have
undermined our trust.

It’s time for the Parks Authority to admit the
inadequacy of the facility and their manage-
ment of the modernization project. Recent in-
creases in user fees at this facility are insult-
ing and fees for this facility should be modi-
fied in recognition of the inferior facilities.

County Supervisor Daniel Storck and Parks
Authority Board representative Linwood
Gotham should jointly provide written monthly
updates to us to be posted at the MV Rec Cen-
ter. This would demonstrate their active in-
volvement and concern, not previously evident.
Most importantly, we need to be informed of
any further time extensions for design, bidding
and/or construction. Four years is too long to
wait for a project approved by voters in 2008!

Patricia Tyson
Alexandria

Gun Violence As
Public Health Crisis
To the Editor:

For almost 20 years I have been fighting for
better gun laws in Virginia — laws to prevent
the unspeakable horrors that we saw in Vir-
ginia Beach on May 31 when a gunman with
two .45 caliber handguns with high-capacity
magazines murdered 12 people and injured
many others.

At times, I have felt like it was an exercise in
futility — that I was simply banging my head
against the wall. No matter how sensible the
proposal introduced, it would be killed in com-
mittee by Republicans and a few rural Demo-
crats and never even make it to the floor for a
vote.

We might have 20 people testify in support
of bills including victims of gun violence, law
enforcement, and the medical community; yet
the voice of one gun industry lobbyist opposed
to the measures would be the only one that
mattered.

After the shooting at Virginia Tech, there
was a slow movement towards change — at
least among Democrats. It was a movement

that accelerated in the aftermath of the shoot-
ing at Sandy Hook Elementary School that left
26 little children and educators dead. Rural
Democrats aligned with the majority in their
party and started speaking out about the need
for stronger laws to curtail the carnage. In
fact, many Democratic candidates at even the
highest levels of government began to run on
the issue vowing to fight for sensible gun vio-
lence prevention measures if elected.  Those
Democrats won including most recently, Gov-
ernor Northam, Lt. Governor, Fairfax and At-
torney General Herring.  And it should be no
surprise.  Polling tells us that as much as 90
percent of the public is in favor of stronger
gun laws such as expanding background
checks.

So, with the public and a Governor who
clearly supports gun violence prevention mea-
sures, why can’t we affect change? Because the
GOP is in control of both chambers of the Gen-
eral Assembly and they continue to kowtow to
the gun lobby instead of taking the decisive
action that would make the Commonwealth
safer for us all. Take the 2019 session for ex-
ample.  Democrats introduced dozens of fire-
arms bills including ones to expand back-
ground checks, ban assault weapons, limit
high-capacity magazines, cap handgun pur-
chases to one a month, and to keep guns out
of the hands of domestic violence abusers.
Republicans defeated them all.

Gun violence has become a public health
crisis in Virginia and across the country. But it
is an epidemic that we know how to treat.
Stronger gun laws won’t prevent all senseless
acts of violence but they will save lives. To get
the stronger laws we deserve, we must vote
for candidates who are more afraid of another
horrific shooting than they are of the gun lobby
and at this juncture, only the Democrats can
stake that claim.

The proposals already exist. We know what
needs to be done. And once Democrats are
the majority party in both chambers we will
finally be able to pass bills to make Virginia
safer and Governor Northam will gladly sign
them into law.

Martina Leinz
Burke

The writer is president of the Northern
Virginia Brady Chapter, United Against Gun
Violence.

FRIDAY/JUNE 7
AARP Chapter Meeting. 1 p.m. in

room 102, of the Hollin Hall Senior
Center for Creative Retirement, 1500
Shenandoah Road. Join AARP Mount
Vernon Chapter #3198 for their
monthly meeting for fun, fellowship
and community updates. All are
welcome. After a brief business
meeting they will have a program of
country and bluegrass music and
refreshments. Contact Beverly Medlin
at 703-765-3963.

SATURDAY/JUNE 8
Caregiver Workshop. 11 a.m.-3 p.m.

at Hollin Hall Senior Center, 1500
Shenandoah Road, Alexandria. Join
this Caregiver Workshop with Pete
Shrock, nationally known grief and
crisis responder, focusing on building
resilience through caregiving
challenges. This is a free event, and
all caregivers and family members

are invited to attend. Lunch will be
provided. Visit insightmcc.org, to
register or contact Lindsey Vajpeyi at
703-204-4664 or
lindsey.vajpeyi@insightmcc.org.

TUESDAY/JUNE 11
Park Authority Summer Jobs. 10

a.m.-1 p.m. at the Herrity Building,
12055 Government Center Parkway,
Fairfax. This year the Fairfax County
Park Authority’s Rec-PAC summer
camp program will operate at 45
elementary school locations around
Fairfax County on weekdays from
July 1-Aug.8, 8:15 a.m.-3:45 p.m.
Applicants are required to bring an
original Social Security Card and a
DMV photo ID.  Only those who are
18 years of age and older will be
considered. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/rec-
pac/jobs or email
Recpac@fairfaxcounty.gov.

FRIDAY/JUNE 14
Application Deadline: Fire

Academy. The Fairfax County Fire
and Rescue Departmentis now
accepting applications for its Girls
Fire and Rescue Academy summer
camp, which will take place July 11-
13, 2019. The Academy is open to
female students who will be in grades
7-12 in the upcoming 2019-2020
school year. Participants must be a
Fairfax County resident. Free. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/fire-ems.

SATURDAY/JUNE 15
Boating Safety Classes. 7:30 a.m.-5

p.m. at the Washington Farm United
Methodist Church, 3921 Old Mill
Road. Prepare for boating season by
taking one of the Boating Safety
classes offered by U.S. Coast Guard
Auxiliary Flotilla 25-08. Virginia,
Maryland, and the District of
Columbia have varying requirements

for boaters before they may legally
operate certain motorized vessels on
their respective waterways. Register
with Jeff Burt at jdburt@verizon.net
or 703-307-6482.

SATURDAY/JULY 20
Boating Safety Classes. 7:30 a.m.-5

p.m. at the Washington Farm United
Methodist Church, 3921 Old Mill
Road. Prepare for boating season by
taking one of the Boating Safety
classes offered by U.S. Coast Guard
Auxiliary Flotilla 25-08. Virginia,
Maryland, and the District of
Columbia have varying requirements
for boaters before they may legally
operate certain motorized vessels on
their respective waterways. Register
with Jeff Burt at jdburt@verizon.net
or 703-307-6482.

Submit civic/community announcements at ConnectionNewspapers.com/Calendar.
Photos and artwork welcome. Deadline is Thursday at noon, at least two weeks before event.Bulletin Board

See Bulletin,  Page 9
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From Page 8

SUNDAY/SEPT. 8
Low Cost Rabies Vaccine Clinic. Noon-2 p.m.

at Mount Vernon Governmental Center, 2511
Parkers Lane, Alexandria. Cost is $15 per pet,
cash and check only. Dogs, cats, and ferrets may
be vaccinated at the clinic. Dogs must be on
leashes; cats and ferrets must be in carriers. All
pets will receive a 1-year rabies vaccination. To
obtain a 3-year vaccine, bring pet’s rabies
certificate (not tag) showing the current rabies
vaccination expiration date. 2019 county dog
licenses will be sold for an additional $10 per
license. Visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
animalshelter/communityassistance/
rabiesclinics for more.

THROUGH SEPT. 8
Metro Station Closures. Through Sunday, Sept.

8, 2019, the six Blue and Yellow line stations
south of Ronald Reagan Washington National
Airport (Braddock Road, King Street,
Eisenhower Ave., Huntington, Van Dorn Street
and Franconia-Springfield) will be closed for full
platform reconstruction and major station
improvements. Read more at www.wmata.com/

service/rail/PlatformProject/.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Assistance League of Northern Virginia, a

volunteer nonprofit, invites community
members to join the organization to participate
in its Reading Express program. Volunteers
provide one-on-one tutoring to first grade
students during the school year. To learn more
contact VP Membership Mary Gronlund at
gronbiz@aol.com or Program Coordinator Lynn
Barron at lynnieb517@verizon.net.

United Community Ministries (UCM), located
at 7511 Fordson Road, Alexandria, seeks
volunteers for Food Pantry assistance, Early
Learning Center teacher aides, basic needs
counselors, youth tutors and mentors, office
administration/data entry, and community
outreach. Flexible hours and schedules.
Opportunities for all ages to serve, including
community service hours. More info at
www.ucmagency.org/volunteer or email
volunteer@ucmagency.org.

Operation Paws for Homes, a Virginia based
501(c)(3) organization seeks volunteers,
especially to foster dogs. See
www.ophrescue.org for information and all
volunteer opportunities.

Bulletin Board

By Jason Kratovil

Fairfax County Consumer Protection

Commission

I
n today’s digital age, it’s a near cer-
tainty that you or someone you know
has been impacted by a data breach.
According to the Identity Theft Re-

source Center, 2018 was the sort of water-
shed year no one gets excited about: Nearly
450 million consumer records were com-
promised in data breaches, a 126 percent
increase over the previous year.

However, there are a number of things
we as consumers can do to protect our-

selves. For example, a new
federal law gives consum-
ers that ability to place a
credit freeze on their

credit file for free. Someone looking to steal
your identity to commit financial fraud
needs access to your credit file, and a freeze
effectively locks this down, preventing its
misuse. This is a highly effective way to
protect yourself from thieves looking to
open new credit accounts in your name.

While effective once in place, the process
to freeze and unfreeze is somewhat cum-
bersome, requiring an individual to contact
each of the three nationwide credit report-
ing agencies (CRAs) – Equifax, Experian and
TransUnion – to establish accounts and re-
ceive unique personal identification num-
bers (PINs).

It is also important for consumers con-
sidering a credit freeze to remember that a
freeze not only prevents misuse of your
credit file, it also prevents legitimate access
to it as well. For example, if you have fro-
zen your credit file with each of the three
CRAs and you find yourself with an urgent
need for access — to perform a credit check
when renting an apartment, or opening a

credit line to replace a broken appliance or
get a car loan, as examples — and you
haven’t unfrozen your files, odds are you
won’t be able to complete those transactions
until you’ve contacted the CRAs, provided
your PINs (because who doesn’t love trying
to remember three additional codes!), and
waited one to three days for the freeze to
be lifted.

Another option to consider if you think
you might have had your information sto-
len in a data breach is to place a fraud alert
on your credit file. This option does not
prevent access, but instead signals to a po-
tential creditor that it must take additional
steps to verify your identity before extend-
ing credit. Fraud alerts are also free and
are easier to put in place (contacting a single
CRA will result in a fraud alert placed on
your file at all three of them), but need to
be renewed after a period of time.

The Fairfax County Consumer Affairs
Branch frequently hosts educational events
on these topics and others related to your
financial health. To learn more about these
great resources, visit their Facebook page
at https://www.facebook.com/
fairfaxcountyconsumer and their web site
at https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
cableconsumer/csd/consumer.

As consumers, many of us have become
desensitized to the almost daily reports of
major data breaches, accepting as inevitable
the likelihood that our sensitive financial
information is — or is going to be — in the
hands of fraudsters. But a bit of proactive
vigilance to assess your needs and take ad-
vantage of tools like freezes and fraud alerts
can go a long way to keeping your identity
— and bank accounts — secure.

The writer, who resides in Mount Vernon,
serves on the Fairfax County Consumer
Protection Commission.

Understanding credit freezes and other tools
to protect your finances and identity.

Why So Cold?
Opinion

Consumers

In Focus
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Wellbeing

By Marilyn Campbell

“T
hey took all my clothes and made
me walk naked for two days so I
couldn’t escape,” said one woman.

“They kill people over nothing,”
said another.

These are the descriptions from Latina immigrants
of their experiences as they were smuggled from
Mexico to the United States. These women and oth-
ers like them often experience
rape, assaults, and gun violence,
said Carol L. Cleaveland, PhD, As-
sociate Professor of Social Work,
George Mason University.

In a recent paper, “An Explor-
atory Study of Latina Immigrant
Trauma,” she and co-author Cara
Frankenfeld, PhD, also of George
Mason University, spoke with pa-
tients at Mason and Partners Clinic
in Springfield, Falls Church and
Manassas Park who described
events that often left them with
Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD). During June,
which is PTSD Awareness Month, mental health pro-
fessionals are working to raise public awareness of
the disorder and a knowledge of the treatments avail-
able to those who suffer.

There is often a lack of understanding which makes
it difficult to identify said Cleaveland. “PTSD is a
shift in how people think, feel and behave in response
to a traumatic event they experience. It’s something
that induces profound terror,” she said.

“[Symptoms include] intrusive thoughts and
memories of the traumatic event, such as thinking
about the event when you don’t want to, having flash-
backs or having a strong emotional reaction to a
something that reminds you of the trauma,” said
Joanne Bagshaw, PhD, Professor of Psychology at
Montgomery College.

A person experiencing PTSD might avoid people
or experiences that remind them of the trauma, said
Bagshaw. “You [can experience] negative thinking
about yourself and the world, such as having trau-
matic expectations or detaching from relationships.”

Managing and healing even severe symptoms is
possible with the right strategies. “There are several

very good treatments for trauma,” said Bagshaw.
Among these healing methods is Cognitive Behav-

ioral Therapy (CBT), a form of psychotherapy that
teaches how to cope with dysfunctional emotions,
behaviors, and thoughts. Another therapy is Eye
Movement Desensitization Reprocessing (EMDR)
which involves a patient briefly focusing on the trau-
matic memory under the guidance of a trained clini-
cian and ultimately experiencing relief.

“There is research which shows EMDR is highly
effective in desensitizing the
trauma,” says Cleaveland.

Therapeutic riding is an emerg-
ing therapy that has not been stud-
ied extensively for PTSD. “[It] is
teaching people to ride and work
with horses with the goal of im-
proving their physical or mental
well-being,” said Olivia Taylor, Pro-
gram Director of Northern Virginia
Therapeutic Riding Program
(NVTRP). “One of the biggest ben-
efits we see for our riders with
PTSD is that riding puts them in

the moment, focused on creating a bond with their
horse. They’re not thinking about past events or be-
ing hypervigilant, but feeling peaceful in the mo-
ment.”

For those who have strained interpersonal skills
related to trauma, such as the ability to trust others,
therapeutic riding provides a safe space for working
on that proficiency, Taylor said. “Horses are
empathetic, non-judgmental creatures, so therapeu-
tic riding provides a great opportunity to work on
building a trusting relationship with another living
being,” she said.

As an example, Taylor points to one NVTRP rider
who suffers from debilitating and life-disrupting anxi-
ety resulting from PTSD. “Over several weeks of
riding, she has developed a very strong bond with
the horse she rides,” says Taylor. “They share an es-
pecially close relationship, and she credits the trust
she has in him with her ability to overcome her fears
of riding and progress more than she’d ever imag-
ined. We find that this sort of trust and openness to
an empathetic relationship carries over into riders’
lives beyond the farm, helping them to rebuild
healthy lives.”

During PTSD Awareness Month, clinicians work
to raise awareness, treatment options.

PTSD: Recognizing and Healing

Photo courtesy of Northern Virginia Therapeutic Riding Program

Equine Therapy can be used to treat those with PTSD, says Olivia Taylor of the Northern
Virginia Therapeutic Riding Program.

 “It’s important for
people with PTSD
to have hope
because they can
get better.”

— Carol L. Cleaveland,
George Mason University
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News

By Steve Hibbard

The Gazette

A
s part of its 30th anni-
versary celebration,
Antioch Baptist Church
in Fairfax Station gave

$2,000 educational grants to 11
Title 1 elementary schools in
Fairfax and Prince William coun-
ties — including Bucknell Elemen-
tary in Alexandria — at its Gospel
Jazz Luncheon at the Waterford at
Springfield on Saturday, June 1.
The catered event also featured
the Chantilly High School ‘Show
Stoppers’ show choir and other
local performers.

Some of the diverse school
projects that received funding
ranged from “Launching a Robot-
ics Club” to “The
Dolphin Book Mo-
bile” to “Growing
Their Own Food”
and “The Spatial
Temporal Math Pro-
gram.”

The following
schools were
awarded: Lynbrook
Elementary School,
Springfield; Lake
Anne Elementary
School, Reston;
Loch Lomond El-
ementary School,
M a n a s s a s ;
Featherstone El-
ementary School,
W o o d b r i d g e ;
Bailey’s Upper El-
ementary School,
Falls Church;
Sinclair Elementary
School, Manassas; Glen Forest El-
ementary School, Falls Church;
Minnieville Elementary School,
Woodbridge; Annandale Terrace
Elementary School, Annandale;
Suella Ellis Elementary School,
Manassas; Bucknell Elementary
School, Alexandria.

According to Marshal Ausberry,
Sr. Pastor of Antioch Baptist
Church: “Instead of doing a big,
huge banquet, we really look in-
trospectively to say what can we
do to further impact our commu-
nity around us. So, we came up
with the idea of Education Impact
Awards,” he said.

“The purpose is to infuse schools
with $2,000 that they come up
with creative projects to broaden
the exposure of the children, and
we found that children that have

more exposure like visiting a zoo
or a museum or some creative ac-
tivity or something that would
enhance math or reading skills or
comprehension — that student
tends to do better long-term,” he
said.

He continued: “We see it as a
win-win as part of our community
that we want our community to
know we want to support educa-
tion, as education has been a way
of raising people up and also open-
ing doors.”

According to Beverly Wilson, co-
chairperson of the 30th anniver-
sary event, “We had 70 schools we
sent applications out to and over
40 schools that actually applied
and we have a committee that lit-
erally sat down and read through
the different programs to select the
recipients who are being honored
today,” she said.

The retired high school princi-
pal added: “We love the commu-
nity; we’re reaching out to the

community in as
many different ways
as we can and we
typically do that
with our missions
projects. Our mis-
sions’ projects can
take us to the com-
munities of Burke,
Fairfax Station, and
we can reach out
into the interna-
tional world to do
our missions. We
just love the Lord
and we certainly
embrace the whole
concept of faith,
worship and service
to those in our com-
munity.”

Glen Forest El-
ementary in Falls
Church was

awarded a grant for its Eagle En-
gineer Program, according to Tif-
fany Young, assistant principal.
“This will impact a large number
of students and give our earliest
learners an opportunity to partici-
pate in STEM activities, to concen-
trate on problem-solving. We’re
very grateful. We were able to se-
cure funds for our preschool and
kindergarten students. We have
1,100 students who represent 53
countries and speak over 29 lan-
guages, and we are a Title 1
school.

In our Kindergarten classes we
have 180 students; in our pre-
school classes we have 58 stu-
dents,” she said.

Added Alicia Simonds, third-
grade teacher at Bucknell Elemen-
tary School in Alexandria. “We

have the Lego Robotics Team for
third through sixth grade. We meet
each week and program robots;
the kids learn to code; the kids
learn how to put the robots to-
gether. They have a competition
they are able to compete in. I plan
to buy some other robots for the
STEM teacher to use with the

Antioch Baptist Awards Educational Grants
Bucknell
Elementary
receives funds.

“I plan to buy
some other
robots for the
STEM teacher
to use with the
lower levels in
grades K
through third
grade.”

—Alicia Simonds,
third-grade teacher,

Bucknell Elementary
School

lower levels in grades K through
third grade.

It will benefit the students be-
cause they’ll be able to do more
hands-on things,” she said.

Diane Overton, Advanced Aca-
demic Resource Teacher at Lake
Anne Elementary in Reston, said:
“The money we are receiving from

Antioch will be used so that we can
have a Book Mobile to hand out
free books to our students, sit
down and read with them and
work together as a community to
help make sure that our students
are reading during the summer.
And we’ll also have popsicles to
make it fun.”
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Entertainment

By Steve Hibbard

T
he Little Theatre of Al-
exandria (LTA) is pre-
senting Ken Ludwig’s
“A Fox on the Fairway”

from June 8-29. A madcap adven-
ture about love, life, and man’s
eternal love affair with … golf.
Ludwig’s play will take the audi-
ence on a hilarious romp that pulls
the rug out from underneath the
stuffy denizens of a private coun-
try club. Filled with mistaken iden-
tities, slamming doors and roman-
tic missteps, this furious-paced
comedy recalls the best of the
Marx Brothers’ classics.

Director Scott J. Strasbaugh had
this story on why he decided to
direct the play: “I was on the Tee
Box of the 11th hole at Augusta
National. ‘White Dogwood,’ a 505-
yard Par 4 monster of a hole that
begins at Amen Corner, where the
wind is often a factor. The tee shot
plays downhill and left to right. A
pond guards the green to the left
and a bunker is strategically
placed right center. I was poised. I
was ready. ‘Thwap!’ My drive goes
straight up in the air, must have
been 300 yards up — directly into
the open beak of a brown thrasher.
I was stunned. The bird then pro-
ceeded to fly my ball towards the
green but heading straight for the
pond. ‘Noooo! You incompetent
bugler!,’ I shout. But it was too
late. That darn featherbrain
dropped my ball right in the drink
…

“I had to take a drop and lose a
stroke …

“My third shot, I knew I was
close to the hole, so I just needed
to concentrate. I line up to the cup
and take my shot, just when at the
same time a bumble bee stings me
in the ear. ‘Yeeeoowww!,’ I scream
as my ball hooks left, ricochets off
a tree and hits me right in the fore-
head, knocking me out cold before
taking two bounces and landing
on the beach …

“When I came to, two hours
later, I was at the clubhouse being
revived by buckets of ice-cold wa-
ter to the face from (producers)
Russ Wyland and Luana Bossolo.
They tell me, ‘You know ... golfing
really doesn’t appear to be for you.
But have you seen this script by
Ken Ludwig called, ‘A Fox on the
Fairway’? It’s a comedic farce.

Much like your golf game. Direct-
ing it, may be a whole lot easier,”
he said.

Strasbaugh, a professional actor
who played Olaf in the film
“Zoolander,” said he was trying to
restore his dignity. “It was quite
embarrassing what happened out
there on the course. I had to make
funny for real and not by accident.
Instead of Tee Time, I had to cre-
ate comedic time. Instead of a
good short game, I had to show a
good game of quick wit, lightning
fast banter and misunderstood in-
nuendos. I believe with the cast of
incredibly talented and equally
funny actors, and behind-the-
scenes crew we’ve assembled for
this comedy of errors, we accom-
plished that. Now — if I can just

get these dimple indentations on
my forehead to go away, I’d be
happy,” he said.

Brendan Chaney is playing the
role Richard “Dickie” Bell, a man
about town — or at least he thinks
he is. “I would compare him a little
to Donald Trump, in that he
doesn’t seem to have the book
smarts but has his own kind of
smarts that always gets under
people’s skin and make them do
what he wants. He also doesn’t
care what people think of his look
in a way I think it’s a distraction
that allows him to get away with
some of his antics. However, deep
down I think he just wants to be
liked,” he said.

He said his challenges were:
“Learning what chemistry you

have with a whole new cast of ac-
tors and how to play to everyone’s
strengths ... oh, and the Mulligan,”
he said.

Lorraine Bouchard is playing the
role of Muriel Bingham, a tough
old bird who commands respect.
“But she has her secrets and a
warm side that only a weasel can
bring out,” she said, adding, “The
audience will forget all their cares
when they have fun watching our
ridiculous antics.”

Ken Kemp plays the role of
Henry Bingham who runs Quail
Valley Golf and Tennis Club. “(And
pulls the strings in the play), do-
ing everything he can to make sure
that Quail Valley beats Crouching
Squirrel in the hotly contested,
annual Interclub Championship.

His job is on the line, the pressure
is on, and he’s not above resort-
ing to some shenanigans to make
sure things turn out his way,” he
said.

He added: “Bingham tends to be
long-winded (to put it kindly), so
I had some long monologues to
memorize. He also speaks in a Brit-
ish accent, and I had to find the
right voice for him. When Scott
cast me, I was already playing
Henry Higgins in ‘My Fair Lady,’
so I just started from the standard
British of Higgins, then I added a
generous helping of James Mason,
and a dash of the pomposity and
gravitas of Kelsey Grammar in
‘Frasier.’”

Patricia Nicklin plays the role of
Pamela Peabody. “When Pamela is
not serving on the executive com-
mittee of the board for Quail Val-
ley Golf and Country Club, she
stays busy getting married, and
then divorced, breaking many
hearts along the way. Pamela is
sporty, tanned, glamorous, a bit
loose, and a bit of a drinker. She
knows little about golf, and a lot
about cocktails,” she said.

As far as challenges, she said: “I
don’t wear high heels, rarely have
a tan, and I’ve been married only
once, to my husband for the last
30 years.

I play tennis, not golf, and I don’t
hang out in bars. However, my in-
ner Pamela has emerged during
this play.”

Cameron McBride plays the role
of Justin Hicks, a sweet and goofy
guy who tends to be ruled by his
emotions, rather than by his brain.
“He feels everything very strongly
one way or another, and although
that means he’s a hard-worker and
a loving boyfriend, it also means
he gets into trouble and puts his
foot in his mouth on occasion.
However, at the end of the day he
means well, and only wants the
best for everyone in life,” he said.

Raeanna Larson plays the role
of Louise Heindbedder, a waitress
at the country club. “She is a little
ditzy and a little vacant, but she
doesn’t do anything by halves.
When Louise is passionate about
something, she goes all in,
whether it’s her feelings for her
boyfriend or, of course, golf,” she
said.

The Little Theatre of Alexandria
(LTA) is presenting “A Fox on the
Fairway” from June 8-29. Show
times are Wednesdays through
Saturdays at 8 p.m.; Sundays at 3
p.m. Tickets are $21 and $24. The
venue is located at 600 Wolfe
Street, Alexandria. Visit
www.thelittletheatre.com.

LTA Presents ‘A Fox on the Fairway’
Madcap
adventure about
love, life, golf.

The full cast of “A Fox on the Fairway” (seated from left): Raeanna Larson as Louise
Heidbedder, Cameron McBride as Justin Hicks and Brandan Chaney as Dickie Bell.
Standing from left: Lorraine Bouchard as Muriel Bingham, Ken Kemp as Henry
Bingham and Patricia Nicklin as Pamela Peabody.

Brendan Chaney stars as Dickie Bell and Lorraine
Bouchard as Muriel Bingham in LTA’s production of “A Fox
on the Fairway.”

Director Scott J.
Strasbaugh on the set.
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SHOW DATES:

JUNE 8 - 29, 2019

Little Theatre of Alexandria
600 Wolfe Street • 703-683-0496

www.thelittletheatre.com

A charmingly
madcap adventure 
about love, life, and 

affair with … golf. 

Submit entertainment announcements
at www.connectionnewspapers.com/Cal-
endar/. The deadline is noon on Friday.
Photos/artwork encouraged.

ONGOING
Photography Exhibit: “Tonal

Visions.” Through June 15, gallery
hours at Multiple Exposures Gallery,
Torpedo Factory Art Center #312,
105 N. Union St. Featuring work by
Alan Sislen. The highly graphic, black
and white architectural images in this
exhibit explore the range and beauty
of tones that might or might not have
existed, but were visible in the mind
of the photographer. Whether it’s the
darkest tones that convey a sense of
mystery, the brightest tones that
attract attention, or the mid-tones
that provide the connecting tissue, it
is this range of tonalities that shapes
the lines, curves, volumes and objects
to give the structures life, beauty and
meaning. This exhibit is an
exploration of tonalities. Visit
www.MultipleExposuresGallery.com
or call 703-683-2205.

Riding the Rainbow. Through June
30, gallery hours at Scope Gallery at
105 North Union St., ground floor
Studio 19 of the Torpedo Factory Art
Center. Blinding color and vivid
mixes are in the glaring spotlight for
the “Taste the Rainbow” tribute to
LGBTQ Pride Month at the Torpedo
Art Center’s Scope Gallery. Hues are
huge as Ceramic Guild artists play
with clay with an eye for celebratory
color. Call Scope Gallery at 703-548-
6288 or visit www.scopegallery.org.

Art Exhibit: Landscape X3. Through
June 30, gallery hours at Gallery 311
at the Torpedo Factory, 105 N. Union
St., Studio 311. In a new exhibit at
the Torpedo Factory, painters Ellen
Delaney and Gale Wallar and
photographer Jo Ann Tooley take on
the traditional subject of landscapes.
Delaney’s paintings consist of larger-
than-life abstracts while Wallar’s
work emphasizes a majestic
topography with defined shapes and
edges. Tooley’s black & white
photographs strip nature of its color.
Visit torpedofactory.org/partners/
gallery-311/.

4Living Legends of Alexandria:
African American Activists.
Through July, Tuesday-Saturday, 10
a.m.-4 p.m. at the Alexandria Black
History Museum, 902 Wythe St.
Living Legends of Alexandria: African
American Activists highlights the
work of African American men and
women who have made important
contributions to the growth and
productivity of the City of
Alexandria. Call 703-746-4356 for
more.

Creative Summer Programs.
Through Aug. 31 at Del Ray Artisans,
2704 Mount Vernon Ave. Del Ray
Artisans’ Creative Summer Programs
is a series of workshops exploring the
arts. Learn techniques in
photography (macro and
SmartPhone), painting, sculpture,
mixed media, jewelry-making,
sketching, and more; and discover
how to use art for affirmation,
communication, and intention.
Details and registration at
DelRayArtisans.org/programs/
creative-summer/.

Mount Vernon Farmers Market.
Wednesdays (through Dec. 18), 8
a.m.-noon at Sherwood Hall Regional
Library, 2501 Sherwood Hall Lane.
The McCutcheon/Mount Vernon
Farmers Market opened May 1 with
an array of farm-fresh produce and
local foods, plus some new features
(fresh brewed coffee!). 17 local
farmers and producers will sell fresh,
locally grown vegetables and fruits;
meats; Chesapeake Bay seafood;
breads and pastries; honey, jams and
jellies; milk, cheese and eggs; herbs
and plants; and more. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/

farmersmarkets.

POOLS OPEN
Outdoor Pool Season Begins. Get

ready for summer with an individual
or family season pass, usable at all
three of the City of Alexandria’s
outdoor pools. All outdoor pools are
open from 10 a.m.-5:45 p.m. on
Memorial Day, Independence Day
and Labor Day. For a complete list of
City pools, operating hours, fees and
additional information, visit
alexandriava.gov/Aquatics.

❖ Old Town Pool (1609 Cameron
St.): This complex includes a 25-
yard pool with a diving well. A
separate training pool is available for
children up to 42 inches tall. Easily
accessible by ramp, the training pool
has a depth of 1-3 feet. For added
convenience, a parking lot, picnic
area and tot playground are adjacent
to the pool.

❖ Memorial Pool at Charles
Houston Recreation Center
(901 Wythe St.): This small pool
can accommodate a maximum of 45
guests at one time. Due to its smaller
size, access is limited to Alexandria
residents 13 years of age and
younger, and their parents or
guardians.

❖ Warwick Pool (3301 Landover
St.): This newly constructed, 25-
yard shallow pool features an
accessible sloped entry pool and six
swimming lanes. The pool is located
adjacent to the Landover Street
playground.

❖ Potomac Yard Park Interactive
Fountain (2501 Potomac Ave.):
Located between Potomac Yard
Park’s two playgrounds, the fountain
features 36 water jets and lighting for
nighttime effects. The fountain offers
three programmable sequences, and
sensors control the water jet height
based on wind speed in the area,
adjusting the jets accordingly. The
fountain features a secondary
ultraviolet water treatment system.

Shoes are required.

JUNE 6-30
Art Exhibit: “Art in Meditation –

the Chakras.” Gallery hours at Del
Ray Artisans Gallery, 2704 Mount
Vernon Ave. “Art in Meditation – the
Chakras” features area artists
interpreting the chakra energies. The
exhibit, juried by contemporary artist
Jeff Erickson, will have an associated
Art-To-Go marketplace and special
events, First Thursday June 6 and
Well Ray June 22. Opening reception
Friday, June 7, 7-9 p.m., and summer
solstice reception Friday, June 21, 7-
9 pm. Visit DelRayArtisans.org/
exhibits.

JUNE 6-JULY 21
Art Exhibit: Notes of Color. Gallery

hours at the Athenaeum, 201 Prince
St. The Washington Sculpture Group
presents Notes of Color. An opening
reception is planned for Sunday,
June 8, 4-6 p.m. Visit nvfaa.org or
call 703-548-0035.

FRIDAY/JUNE 7
Garden Talk: Be A Water-wise

Gardener. 1:30-2:30 p.m. at Green
Spring Gardens, 4603 Green Spring
Road. (Adults) Gardening is going
“green!” Extension Master Gardeners
discuss how to conserve and manage
water using plant selection, soil
preparation, irrigation and many
other practices. $10/person. Register
online at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
parks/parktakes/ using code
025.B34A or call Green Spring
Gardens at 703-642-5173.

First Friday: Family Art Night. 6-9
p.m. at Durant Arts Center, 1605
Cameron St. With Father’s Day right
around the corner, plan to create the
perfect gift by attending Alexandria’s
Office of the Arts First Friday:
“Family Art Night.” A “meet and
greet” begins at 6 p.m. Pizza, soda

Entertainment

Newly minted American citizens offer their pledge to the
flag.

Declaration Day
 Join Gunston Hall in celebrating the anniversary of the Virginia Declaration of

Rights, written by George Mason. This family-oriented program kicks off with a
naturalization ceremony, followed by a variety of activities for all ages, a museum
theater performance, and visits to Gunston Hall’s brand-new exhibit: Revolution-
ary Rights. Saturday, June 15, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. at George Mason’s Gunston Hall,
10709 Gunston Road, Lorton. Complimentary. Call 703-550-9220 or visit
www.gunstonhall.org.
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Entertainment

Curves Above by Alan Sislen.

Photography Exhibit: ‘Tonal Visions’
Featuring work by Alan Sislen. The highly graphic, black and white architectural

images in this exhibit explore the range and beauty of tones that might or might
not have existed, but were visible in the mind of the photographer. Whether it’s
the darkest tones that convey a sense of mystery, the brightest tones that attract
attention, or the mid-tones that provide the connecting tissue, it is this range of
tonalities that shapes the lines, curves, volumes and objects to give the structures
life, beauty and meaning. This exhibit is an exploration of tonalities. The exhibit
runs through June 15, gallery hours at Multiple Exposures Gallery, Torpedo Fac-
tory Art Center #312, 105 N. Union St. Visit www.MultipleExposuresGallery.com
or call 703-683-2205.

Sunset Movie Night
Summer Sunset Movie Nights at Mt Vernon RECenter are back every Friday in June, 7-11 p.m.. Visit ZelsmanPowersGroup.com for details.

and water will be on hand,
complements of the Office of the
Arts. Art activities begin at 6:30 p.m.
No experience necessary. Reservation
includes one art experience, art
supplies, pizza and soda.
Reservations are $9 per person.
Children under 5 years old are free.
Children must be accompanied by
one adult. Call 703-746-5565 or visit
alexandriava.gov/Arts.

Hurricane Season Reading. 6:30
p.m. at Hooray for Books!, 1555 King
St. Juvenile fiction author Nicole
Melleby will visit Hooray for Books!
to read her debut novel, Hurricane
Season. The story follows sixth-
grader Fig Arnold and features
LGBTQ+ characters. The children’s
book is suitable for readers ages 10
and up. Free admission. Visit
www.hooray4books.com or call 703-
548-4092.

Opening Reception: “Art in
Meditation – the Chakras.” 7-9
p.m. at Del Ray Artisans Gallery,
2704 Mount Vernon Ave. “Art in
Meditation – the Chakras” features
area artists interpreting the chakra
energies. The exhibit, juried by
contemporary artist Jeff Erickson,
will have an associated Art-To-Go
marketplace. Visit
DelRayArtisans.org/exhibits.

Sunset Movie Night - Thor:
Ragnarok. 7-11 p.m. at Mt. Vernon
RECenter, 2017 Belle View Blvd.
Summer Sunset Movie Nights at Mt.
Vernon RECenter are back every
Friday in June. Free. Visit
ZelsmanPowersGroup.com for
details.

FRIDAY-SATURDAY/JUNE 7-8
RENT: School Edition. Friday, 7

p.m.; Saturday, 2 and 7 p.m. at West
Potomac High School, 6500 Quander
Road. RENT is set in New York City’s
gritty East Village, and this
revolutionary rock musical is an
imaginative retelling of the classic
Puccini opera, La Boheme. $12. Visit
westpotomactheatre.org or call 703-
718-2500.

FRIDAY-SUNDAY/JUNE 7-9
Celebrate Fairfax! Festival.

Northern Virginia’s largest
community-wide event, the 38 th
annual Celebrate Fairfax! Festival, is
set to take place on the grounds of
the Fairfax County Government

Center, 12000 Government Center
Parkway, Fairfax. The Celebrate
Fairfax! Festival features 25 acres of
concerts, family programs, exhibits,
carnival rides and nightly fireworks.
Among the festival’s highlights are
more than 120 performances on
seven stages, including Better Than
Ezra and Smash Mouth. Call 703-
324-3247 or visit
www.celebratefairfax.com.

SATURDAY/JUNE 8
Summer Saturdays. 11 a.m.-4 p.m. at

Gunston Hall, 10709 Gunston Road,
Lorton. Join Gunston Hall for a
summer of fun. Each Saturday in
June, July, and August, stop by for a
historic adventure on the grounds

and in the Visitor Center. Included
with regular admission. Call 703-
550-9220 or visit
www.gunstonhall.org/visit/guide/
upcoming-events.

Floral Design – Contemporary
Pave Arrangement. 1-2:30 p.m. at
Green Spring Gardens, 4603 Green
Spring Road. (16-Adult) Certified
Floral Designer Betty Ann Galway
shares techniques for constructing
and balancing a beautiful,
contemporary, pavé floral
arrangement of grouped flowers.
Pavé design groups flowers in a grid,
like a paver, for a gorgeous, modern
effect. Make and arrangement to
enjoy at home. Later, reuse the
container to practice. Materials
provided for $30 supply fee. Program
fee is $39/person. Register online at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
parktakes/ using code 9C6.A2DC or
call 703-642-5173.

SUNDAY/JUNE 9
Spring Car Show. 9 a.m.-2 p.m. at

River Farm, 7931 East Boulevard
Drive. Enjoy a fun community event
benefiting the American Horticultural
Society and River Farm. Enjoy classic
cars, garden tours, children’s
activities, raffles, food/drink,
botanical art, & ourand a Garden
Shop. Rain date is June 16. $10 per
car for spectators; $20 for show cars
(pre-registration encouraged); $5 for
walk-ins/bikes; free for 12 & under.
Visit www.ahsgardening.org/about-
river-farm/events-programs/classic-
car-show for more.

Dyke Marsh Meetup Walk with a
Ranger. 11 a.m.-1 p.m. at Belle
Haven Park/ Dyke Marsh Wildlife
Preserve. Enjoy the outdoors on this
2-mile walk with a national park
ranger to see the largest freshwater
marsh in the nation’s capital. Bring a
pair of binoculars for viewing an
eagle’s nest and other marsh life.
Free. Call 703-235-1530 or visit
www.nps.gov/gwmp/planyourvisit/
dykemarsh.htm.

Cruising the Past. 1-3 p.m. at Green
Spring Gardens, 4603 Green Spring
Road. (Adults) Explore the
glamorous heyday of ocean travel
when great passenger liners sped

across the Atlantic with cargoes of
celebrities and millionaires. View
archival photos contrasting the
luxury of first class with the
discomfort of steerage, and compare
the elegance of those bygone ships
with their pres–ent-day counterparts.
$36 (program + tea); $15 (program
only). Pro–grams are by reservation
only. Call (703) 941-7987, TTY
(703) 324-3988.

Annual Picnic and Birthday Party.
1-5 p.m. at Pope-Leighey House,
9000 Richmond Highway. Celebrate
Frank Lloyd Wright’s birthday on the
lawn of the Pope-Leighey House.
Music, treats, and house tours and
more. This event is BYOP – bring
your own picnic. Save room for the
tasty birthday desserts included in
the price of a ticket, and beverages
on offer from local vendors. No
outside alcohol will be permitted on
site. Rain or shine. $15-$30. Visit
www.woodlawnpopeleighey.org/ for
more.

Fort Hunt Park Concerts. Through
Aug. 25, Sundays, 7-8 p.m. at Fort
Hunt Park, Pavilion A, 8999 Fort
Hunt Road. All are welcome for free
community concerts held at Fort
Hunt Park every Sunday. Free. Visit
www.nps.gov/gwmp/planyourvisit/
forthuntconcerts.htm for performer.

TUESDAY/JUNE 11
Simpson Gardens Stroll. 10-11 a.m.

at Simpson Park Gardens, 420 E.
Monroe St. Stroll through Simpson
Gardens with Extension Master
Gardeners as they describe the
gardens’ variety of demonstration
beds that combine sustainable
gardening practices with appealing
aesthetics: waterwise gardening,
scented plants, plants that attract
pollinators, plants that prefer shade,
and plants that have appealing
structure and texture. Free.
Questions? Telephone 703-228-6414
or email mgarlalex@gmail.com.

THURSDAY/JUNE 13
Summer Garden Tour and Tea. 1-3

p.m. at Green Spring Gardens, 4603
Green Spring Road. Adults. Tour the
vibrant demonstration gardens with a

master gardener docent who
highlights summer’s standout plants,
and tells stories of Green Spring past
and present. Afterward, enjoy a
tradition–al English afternoon tea.
$36 per person. Pro–grams are by
reservation only. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
parktakes/ or call 703-941-7987.

Archaeology After Dark:
Cartography of a Port City. 6:30
p.m. at The Lloyd House, 220 N.
Washington St. City of Alexandria
Archaeologist Benjamin Skolnik
presents a new take on the history of
the city as told through 15 seldom-
seen maps. Alexandria history is
combined with the history of
cartography to show the many ways
people, including City Archaeologists,
make and use maps. $12/person; $10
FOAA/OHA members. Visit
www.foaa.info/events.

THURSDAY-SATURDAY/JUNE 13-15
RENT: School Edition. 7 p.m. at West

Potomac High School, 6500 Quander
Road. RENT is set in New York City’s
gritty East Village, and this
revolutionary rock musical is an
imaginative retelling of the classic
Puccini opera, La Boheme. $12. Visit
westpotomactheatre.org or call 703-
718-2500.

FRIDAY/JUNE 14
Sunset Movie Night: Aquaman. 7-

11 p.m. at Mt. Vernon RECenter,
2017 Belle View Blvd. Summer
Sunset Movie Nights at Mt. Vernon
RECenter are back every Friday in
June. Free. Visit
ZelsmanPowersGroup.com for
details.

SATURDAY/JUNE 15
Beech Tree Puppets. 10 and 11:15

a.m. at Durant Arts Center, 1605
Cameron St. Founded by Ingrid and
Ole Hass in 2012, brings meaningful
stories with sensory-friendly and
Beech Tree Puppeteers feel that
puppets can break down barriers,
and provide insights and resolutions
to cross cultural differences, and
open people to new ideas and
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Entertainment

By Hope Nelson

A
pples: They’re not just for au-
tumn anymore. As the sum-
mer heats up, Alexandria’s
first and only cidery prepares

to open its doors with a two-day grand
opening party this weekend. Lost Boy
Cider, the brainchild of co-owners Tristan
and Katie Wright, has been a long time

in the making, but all the
hard work is poised to pay
off.

The idea for Lost Boy
came into being in stages.

“Tristan has some allergies, one being
gluten and another being soy. He real-
ized that he couldn’t really drink beer
anymore,” Katie Wright said. They
thought back to their honeymoon in Ire-
land, where pubgoers drank cider in-
stead of beer from taps, and considered
the opportunities back home.

“It seemed like a hole in the market,
something we didn’t really have here,”

she said.
With that, Tristan Wright quit his com-

mercial banking job and devoted himself
full-time to the new cider venture. A 6,000-
square-foot warehouse space in Carlyle was
procured; farms were sourced. Piece by
piece, over several years the cidery took
shape into a reality.

And it’s coming out of the gate strong.
Visitors to the cidery and tasting room dur-
ing grand-opening weekend will be greeted
by a half-dozen varieties of cider just wait-
ing to be tasted.

“Our flagship cider will be called Come-
back Kid,” Wright said. “It is apples only;
it’s not flavored.”

Other featured ciders include Lemonade
Stand, brewed with lemons and mint; Thai
Rope Walker with strawberries and Thai
basil; the Slasher, brewed with raspberries;
and more.

But perhaps the most impressive sight is
the Pixie Dust – brewed with passionfruit
and butterfly pea flower, the flower “turns
the cider purple. If you add citric acid “ –

say, squeezing a lemon into the glass – “it
turns it magenta,” Wright said.

One thing visitors will notice about Lost
Boy’s ciders is how dry they are, Wright said.
A far cry from so many sugary-sweet com-
mercial ciders found at the local grocery
store, these ciders are apple-forward, with-
out the copious amounts of sugar added to
the more commercial versions.

And about those apples: They’re all
sourced from Virginia. Winchester’s Glaize
Orchard does the growing and pressing of
the apples and then the juice arrives to the
cidery in a tanker truck. Then Lost Boy’s
on-site fermentation tanks do their job of
turning the juice into something a little

stronger.
“The arrival of Lost Boy Cider in the

City of Alexandria will help strengthen
Virginia’s reputation as a top destination
for artisanal cider and build on the tre-
mendous growth and momentum of our
craft beverage industry,” said Gov. Ralph
Northam in a written statement. “This
investment from Lost Boy Cider, and
their commitment to sourcing the
Virginia’s apples that make ciders so dis-
tinctive, is a reflection of the economic
impact that our agricultural and tourism
sectors can have in cities as well as rural
parts of the Commonwealth.”

Lost Boy’s grand opening event is from
noon to 9 p.m. both Saturday and Sun-
day. Food trucks – Rocklands, Meggrolls
and Basic Burger – will split time out-
side throughout the weekend from noon
to 7.

Hope Nelson owns and operates the Kitchen
Recessionista blog, located at
www.kitchenrecessionista.com. Email her any
time at hope@kitchenrecessionista.com.

Appetite

Lost Boy Cider Opens This Weekend
If You Go

LOST BOY CIDER, 317 Hooffs Run Drive
Grand opening hours: Noon-9 p.m. Satur-

day and Sunday
Regular hours: Monday, Wednesday-Friday

4-9 p.m.; Saturday-Sunday noon-9 p.m.; closed
Tuesday.

Try this: The Slasher cider. “It’s kind of like
a sour in beers,” says co-owner Katie Wright.

Calendar

AHS president Beth Tuttle congratulations an award
winner at the Fall 2018 Classic Car Show.

Spring Car Show
Enjoy a fun community event benefiting the American Horticultural Society and

River Farm. Enjoy classic cars, garden tours, children’s activities, raffles, food/drink,
botanical art, & ourand a Garden Shop. Sunday, June 9, 9 a.m.-2 p.m. at River Farm,
7931 East Boulevard Drive. Rain date is June 16. $10 per car for spectators; $20
for show cars (pre-registration encouraged); $5 for walk-ins/bikes; free for 12 &
under. Visit www.ahsgardening.org/about-river-farm/events-programs/classic-car-
show for more.
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possibilities. Beech Tree Puppets
have performed artful performances
to schools, libraries and public
theaters in the wider DC area. $6 per
person. To buy online, visit
alexandriava.gov/Arts click on
Durant Arts Center.

Gardening with Climate Change.
10-11:30 a.m. at Green Spring
Gardens, 4603 Green Spring Road.
(Adults) Horticulturist Brenda
Skarphol highlights ideas from
Climate-Wise Landscaping by Sue
Reed and Ginny Stibolt to help make
a garden better adapted to the
changing climate. Learn about some
of the best performing native and
non-native plants and trees that
adapt to erratic climate conditions.
Discover ways to manage rainwater
for better drainage. Class takes place
outdoors in the gardens. $18/person.
Register online at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
parktakes/ using code 1A9.709F or
call Green Spring Gardens at 703-
642-5173.

Declaration Day. 11 a.m.-4 p.m. at
George Mason’s Gunston Hall, 10709
Gunston Road, Lorton. Join Gunston
Hall in celebrating the anniversary of
the Virginia Declaration of Rights,
written by George Mason. This
family-oriented program kicks off
with a naturalization ceremony,
followed by a variety of activities for
all ages, a museum theater
performance, and visits to Gunston
Hall’s brand-new exhibit:
Revolutionary Rights. Visit
gunstonhall.org for more.

Mount Vernon’s Garden-Chic
Soiree. 6:30-8:30 p.m. at George
Washington’s Mount Vernon. Take a
leisurely stroll through George
Washington’s estate while enjoying a
menu of hors d’oeuvres curated by
Michelin-starred chef and owner of
Masseria in Washington, D.C.,
Nicholas Stefanelli. $200 for non-
members, $175 for members. The
dress code is garden chic. There will
be no Mansion tours during this
event. Visit mountvernon.org/
gardenparty.

Country-Western Dance. 7-9:30 p.m.
at Lincolnia Senior Center, 4710
North Chambliss St. The Northern

Virginia Country-Western Dance
Association will hold a dance with
lessons, 6-7 p.m. and open dancing,
7-9:30 p.m. A DJ provides music.
Couples and singles of all ages
welcome. Admission for members
$10; non-members $12; children
under 18 accompanied by a paying
adult $5. Smoke-free, alcohol-free.
BYO refreshments. Visit
www.nvcwda.org for more.

SUNDAY/JUNE 16
Dyke Marsh Meetup Walk with a

Ranger. 11 a.m.-1 p.m. at Belle
Haven Park/ Dyke Marsh Wildlife
Preserve. Enjoy the outdoors on this
2-mile walk with a national park
ranger to see the largest freshwater
marsh in the nation’s capital. Bring a
pair of binoculars for viewing an
eagle’s nest and other marsh life.
Free. Call 703-235-1530 or visit
www.nps.gov/gwmp/planyourvisit/
dykemarsh.htm.

Fort Hunt Park Concerts. Through
Aug. 25, Sundays, 7-8 p.m. at Fort
Hunt Park, Pavilion A, 8999 Fort
Hunt Road. All are welcome for free
community concerts held at Fort
Hunt Park every Sunday. Free. Visit
www.nps.gov/gwmp/planyourvisit/
forthuntconcerts.htm for performer.

TUESDAY/JUNE 18
Alexandria Symphony Orchestra

Fundraiser. 6:30-9 p.m. at the
Home and Gardens of Major
Jonathan Wilbor, 310 S. Lee St.
ASO’s annual spring fundraiser
featuring a live and silent auction,
Holland America cruise raffle and
great food and drink. $185
individual; first-timer event tickets,
$125 Individual. Visit
www.alexsym.org or call 703-548-
0885.

WEDNESDAY/JUNE 19
The Great Gatsby. 5:30 p.m. at

Woodlawn & Pope-Leighey House,
9000 Richmond Highway. Picnic
Theatre Company returns to
Woodlawn Mansion garden for a
Roaring Twenties cocktail hour and

performance of F. Scott Fitzgerald’s
The Great Gatsby. At 5:30 the garden
opens for cocktails and picnicking,
performance is at 6:30, with no
intermission. $15. Call 703-570-6903
or visit www.eventbrite.com/e/
picnic-theatre-company-presents-the-
great-gatsby-tickets-62057367256.

FRIDAY/JUNE 21
Garden Talk: Bring on the

Hummingbirds. 1:30-2:30 p.m. at
Green Spring Gardens, 4603 Green
Spring Road. (Adults) Perhaps one of
the most beloved birds in gar–dening,
hummingbirds astonish with their
aerial acrobatics, their beauty and
the important role they play as
garden pollinators. Attend this talk
and learn about plants to attract
these beautiful birds. $10/person.
Register online at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
parktakes/ using code 37F.853C or
call 703-642-5173.

Summer Solstice: “Art in
Meditation – the Chakras.” 7-9
p.m. at Del Ray Artisans Gallery,
2704 Mount Vernon Ave. “Art in
Meditation – the Chakras” features
area artists interpreting the chakra
energies. The exhibit, juried by
contemporary artist Jeff Erickson,
will have an associated Art-To-Go
marketplace. Visit
DelRayArtisans.org/exhibits.

Sunset Movie Night - The
Avengers: Infinity Wars. 7-11
p.m. at Mt. Vernon RECenter, 2017
Belle View Blvd. Summer Sunset
Movie Nights at Mt. Vernon RECenter
are back every Friday in June. Free.
Visit ZelsmanPowersGroup.com for
details.

SATURDAY/JUNE 22
Well Ray Festival. 9 a.m.-1 p.m. on

Mt. Vernon Ave in the heart of Del
Ray. The free, family-friendly event
will take on Mt. Vernon Avenue with
a celebration of the health and
wellness lifestyle movement. Over 75
health and lifestyle inspired vendors
will provide a variety of activities to
allow festival-goers the opportunity
to explore, heal, taste and move in

achieving a healthy life. Wellness and
holistic health practitioners will offer
services ranging from therapeutic
treatments such as massages to
acupuncture, physical therapy and
nutritional counseling, health
screenings, meditation, and more.
Free admission. Rain or shine. Visit
WellRayDelRay.com.

Watercolor Workshop – Still Life.
9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. at Green Spring
Gardens, 4603 Green Spring Road.
(Adults) Whether a beginner or an
experi–enced painter, learn to paint
still life in watercolor with the help
of artist Dawn Flores. Gain skills in
building form, developing color
harmony and paint–ing flowers,
water, shadows, and backgrounds.
Bring objects to make simple
compositions, or challenge yourself

with crystal and silver. $93/person.
Register online at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
parktakes/ using code A4E.5C49 or
call 703-642-5173.

Basic Pruning Workshop for
Azaleas & Rhododendrons. 10
a.m.-noon at Green Spring Gardens,
4603 Green Spring Road. (Adults)
Learn to prune like a pro with this
hands on workshop led by Peter
Deahl of The Pruning School. Gain
skills and insight into shaping and
rejuvenat–ing azaleas to make them
more beautiful and healthy. Meet at
Green Spring Horticul–ture Center.
Bring gloves and pruners. $23/
person. Register online at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
parktakes/ using code 91C.A1C2 or
call 703-642-5173.
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News

By Mike Salmon

The Gazette

B
uilding the NASA-
themed “Space X” boat
out of Kings Glen El-
ementary School was a

Standards of Learning lesson as
much as it was a student project
for the annual Cardboard Boat
Regatta at Lake Accotink. There
were lessons on math, language
arts, physics, public relations and

writing to build the boat, but when
it came to coordinating the row-
ing, they practiced a few minutes
before launching because “we
were so worried about getting the
boat done,” said Sierra Berkley, 11.
On the water, the Space X boat
didn’t come in first but the 27 stu-
dents involved did earn the Team
Spirit award.

“We had to make a lot of com-
promises,” said Alex Smith from
Burke.

Team Space X was awarded for Team Spirit. The SACC team from Mount Vernon competed in the
Cardboard Boat Regatta at Lake Accotink.

SOL Skills Used in Cardboard Boats Pay Off
The Space X was just one team

among many who dealt with com-
promising, cardboard and duct
tape at this annual event during
the Springfield Days weekend on
June 2. Fairfax County Chairman
Sharon Bulova started off the
event reading a proclamation that
announced Springfield Days as an
official event, and then the boats
hit the water.

There were several heats of
races throughout the day and win-

ners in the various categories. Fans
lined the beach, the announcer
MC’d the event and lifeguards
helped out in the water. In case of
any emergencies, the Greater
Springfield Fire and Rescue Squad
was nearby, and has been involved
every year.

“It’s usually scrapes, heat ex-
haustion,” said Kayla Thompson,

a rescue squad volunteer that has
been to races in the past.

After their first heat, team “Wa-
ter Titan” was glad to throw their
boat in the dumpster. A father in-
volved called the waterlogged
mess “a shocking success,” but the
crew had their fun and now it was
time to move on. “All by ourselves,
we made it,” said Melvin Yohn, 10.

Chairman Sharon Bulova kicks the race off with a Spring-
field Days proclamation.
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Crime Report

From Page 5

JUNE 3
LARCENIES
8200 block of Chancery, bag from

vehicle
2000 block of Collingwood Road, ring

from residence
2500 block of Parkers Lane, cell

phone from location
6800 block of Richmond Highway,

merchandise from business
7700 block of Richmond Highway,

pressure washer from residence
7900 block of Richmond Highway,

cell phone from location

MAY 31
LARCENIES
6400 block of George Washington

Memorial Parkway, purse from vehicle
4800 block of Manor Drive, laptop

computer and guitar from residence
2500 block of Parkers Lane, cash from

residence
6000 block of Richmond Highway,

cell phone from location
7800 block of Richmond Highway,

merchandise from business
8600 block of Shadwell Drive, wallet

from vehicle

MAY 30
LARCENIES
1500 block of Belle View Boulevard,

purse from location
6600 block of Richmond Highway,

merchandise from business

MAY 29
LARCENIES
2300 block of Glendale Terrace, prop-

erty from residence

Annual Springfield Regatta is a hit at Accotink.
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From Page 3

News

could say there’s Mount Eagle.” He
wrote that a 1930 tourist book of the
region listed Mount Eagle Mansion as
the No. 1 attraction other than Alex-
andria and Mount Vernon because of
its connection with George Washing-
ton, who passed by this point many
times.

Mount Vernon District Supervisor
Dan Storck gave a plaque in honor of
the Montebello Community Associa-
tion during the unveiling. “For those
of you who know me, I’m a huge his-
tory buff. I’ve had my Lincoln beard
for many years …. What you’re doing
today is so critical. Much of this is lost when it doesn’t
get captured by Paul (Zeisset) and many others. We
can’t lose our connections to our past. It’s just too
important …. I am pleased at how you are honoring
that history today,” said Storck.

Bryan Fairfax died in 1802 and his heirs kept prop-
erty until 1825. Through the years, there were a suc-
cession of owners, including Courtland Johnson dur-
ing the Civil War. Fast forward to 1918, when then-
owner Edwin Morse, a ship builder, remodeled the
house, and expanded it by adding two more wings
and a second floor.

In 1936, the property became the Lord Fairfax

Country Club for a few short years,
most famous for its slot machines. But
that venture failed when gambling
was outlawed in Fairfax County. In
1941, the property was bought by Dr.
Carson Fifer, chief of surgery at Fairfax
Hospital, the last permanent owner of
the mansion itself. He lived there for
24 years, did some farming, and raised
his family who would have large par-
ties on the property.

By 1966, the Mount Eagle property
was becoming prime real estate ready
for development. Fifer decided to find
a developer and sold it to the Winston
Virginia Corp. By 1968, the house
started to deteriorate, and was turned

over to the fire department who burned it down for
practice.

In 1970, Metro came along and took the western
third of property for use as parking lots and the fu-
ture Huntington Station. They sold off two areas for
development and turned it over to Fairfax County to
create Mount Eagle Park.

In 1979, International Developers, Inc. and devel-
oper Giuseppe Cecchi (who built the Watergate)
purchased the remaining 35 acres for construction
of the luxury condominiums called Montebello (a.k.a.
Beautiful Mountain); Building One started in 1980,
with Building Four being completed in 1986.

Historical Marker Unveiled
From left: Historian Jay Roberts, Paul Zeisset, and Chris Youngbluth at the unveiling
of the historical marker for Mount Eagle Mansion.
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Judy Schonberger
with a history of the
Montebello property.
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Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE
For the next six weeks or so until mid-July when 

my bi-monthly CT scan reminder arrives in my 
inbox, I am on easy street/living the life of Riley. 

-
gist, are scheduled. Reminders which I really don’t 
need. 

I mean, my life is at stake here. What kind of 
moron (“Why? Are there more than one kind?” to 
quote Curly Howard of The Three Stooges.) forgets/

when death is looming?
And death for me has been looming since late 

February 2009. That’s when an (now my) oncologist 

truth for just us: “Non-small cell lung cancer, stage 

Talk about devastating news. To say we were all 
stunned does a disservice to the word “stunned.” 

were.
That was a long time ago, however, and much 

has occurred. The details of which are somewhere 
between being lost in the ether and lodged in my 
brain, generally retrievable should the need arise. A 
need which I often have when writing this column 
but one which doesn’t manifest itself too much in 
my daily activities. 

Yes, I have cancer, but I try not to make a big or 
central thing about it. To say, “It is what it is” isn’t 
meant to trivialize the overwhelming nature of a 

-
-

fear I’ll be in trouble fairly soon.)
But not for the next six weeks. For the next six 

weeks, I am on cruise control. I will be going about 
my regular business without too much emotional 
interference. 

I wouldn’t exactly say I’m on cruise-control/”-

function without consulting the manual. 
-

tient whose life is lived from one diagnostic scan to 
the next, not knowing, generally, if the you-know-
what has hit the fan. It’s the sword of Damocles on 
steroids.

But what else is new? 

This is the life, a life which for us fortunate few, 
-

Just last week, my oncologist told me the aver-

life  – and met many others who likewise have 

fellow lung cancer “diagnoses” was still horrifying. 

somewhere.)

as any you can imagine – or have read about in this 

otherwise, and even if they do ... . “ I have tried, 

future news is not so good, to not become a victim 
of my own circumstances. And though I have occa-
sionally received some discouraging news, I have 
tried not to give in to it. 

“It’s nothing until it’s something and even if it’s 
something, it’s still could be nothing.” That’s how 
I roll.

managing the “slings and arrows” of my outra-
geous misfortune: a life-long non-smoker with no 
immediate family history of cancer diagnosed with 
an incurable form of lung cancer. 

Alive and reasonably well a decade after the 
hammer came down.

From Weak
To Week

News

From Page 1

Closing
Arguments
area where the two men clash. Descano
continues to accuse Morrogh of being
against the restoration, noting that the
Commonwealth’s Attorney had joined a
Republican-backed lawsuit against then-
Governor Terry McAuliffe when he pro-
posed such legislation.

Morrogh rebuts that his opposition –
shared by a “bipartisan group, by the way”
– was never about denying voting rights to
ex-convicts, but rather about the fact that
the bill also included restoration of gun
ownership that was “just too all inclusive.”
Treason or terrorism are the only acts that
Morrogh sees as absolute barriers to the
restoration of voting rights, but allowing
convicted felons to own firearms should not
be a “simple ‘Yes,’” but something that
would require individual consideration or
at least, denial for certain categories of
crimes.

McAuliffe has endorsed Descano.
There were areas in which the two

agreed.
To the laughter of the audience, Descano

acknowledged he “agreed with everything
you just said!” referencing Morrogh’s stance
on the use of surveillance technology by law
enforcement. Both see individual privacy as
“sacred” and that the use of surveillance is
a “tricky area of the law” that needs careful
consideration and probable cause in order
to be used.

The certification of youth as adults
brought more agreement, with both saying
it should be a rare instance. Morrogh did
cite some examples of particularly horrific
crimes in which he felt such certification
was warranted, and denied Descano’s ac-
cusation that his office has threatened adult
certification in order to secure a plea deal
from youth offenders. Both Morrogh and
Descano are opposed to the use of solitary
confinement in prisons, seeing it as inhu-
mane, and causing additional unnecessary
trauma. Morrogh conceded that solitary
confinement might be necessary for short
periods in extreme circumstances, but that
prisoners should be treated with dignity.

And then it was time for the closing ar-
guments.  Descano went first, and reminded
voters that he was “the only one with a pub-
lished plan, available for anyone to see” on
his website, including the promise of real
data by which to operate the office and the
system and to bring about true reform.  Ask-
ing for the public’s confidence and vote on
June 11, Descano said that voters had the
opportunity to “be on the right side of his-
tory.”

“You live in the safest county of our size
in the nation,” was Morrogh’s opening line
to the wrap up. “We’re a model for so many
programs for the state and beyond.” He
repeated some of the achievements of his
office since he became the Commonwealth’s
Attorney. Morrogh asserts that Descano
doesn’t have the experience needed to serve
as Commonwealth’s Attorney. “He’s not
qualified. I’m sorry to say it, but he’s just
not,” Morrogh concluded.
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ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA

FOR YOUR TOYOTA

WELCOME TO ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA’S
PERSONALIZED CAR CARE EXPERIENCE

SPECIAL SAVINGS 

6/30/19.

6/30/19.
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